THE  SPANISH  WAR
revolutionaries have never been a majority in Spain,
They have always prated about the voace of the people
and of the right of majorities to rule, but they have always
exercised power by gross electoial frauds and by imposing
the will of a minority on the icst of the people. The
downfall of the monarchy followed the first municipal
elections in Spam, after the Pnmo de Rivera dictatorship,
when actually the vote of the people showed a clear
and impressive majority in favour of the retention of
the monarchist principle. Thus the Spanish Republic
was founded on the fraudulent assumption that a Left
majority in a few cities had the privilege of overruling
a great monarchical majority in the boroughs and country
districts.
From the moment that the Popular Front government
took office it was visible to anybody acquainted with
Spain and with Spanish history that civil war could not
be far away. The revolutionary parties in Spam can
never control the unruly and criminal elements which
form the main part of its marching left wing, and it
was certain that Spain was about to face another period
of murders, burnings and public disorders in general.
It must be remembered that the Spanish race Is a
strange ethnological medley. Standing as it does on the
extreme west of the Mediterranean, the great pathway
of the ages, the Iberian Peninsula has seen more invasions
and more settlements, possibly, than any other European
country. Many of these invasions have been Asiatic and
African in their origin. The Carthaginians, themselves
Semitic, brought in their legions countless Asiatic tribes,
while the Moors were only a little more eclectic.
Spain grew up through the "reconquest" on feudal
lines which, though influenced and altered by local